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Marine Research Lab

Las Cruces, Chile

The project is thought as a complement to existing facilities in Las Cruces for research and study of post-doctoral scientists. The existing building meets the needs of scientists with long residences according to the duration of their research. 
ASSIGNMENT
The commission requested for about 1000 m2 of new facilities located nearby and immediately north of the existing building, considering the complementary technical services underground and in the order established by the previous construction, with a central plaza surrounded by the working facilities and accommodation. As for the programme, 3 areas were requested: Area of research, multi-use area and the International Laboratory for Global Change (LINC-Global). 
Considering the above and the shape of the terrain (a peninsula with steep slopes, declared a nature reserve with human exclusion, closing a section of 1 km of coastline and 1982, being one of the first of its kind worldwide), the project has three volumes parallel and distanced between each other, which privilege the views of the sea (the scope of work and research), each corresponding to the areas requested, in a way to autonomize the volumetry of the programme and gain freedom to adapt to the specific needs of each section . 
These volumes are formed by a sequence of laminated wood frames supported on concrete sockets partially buried in the slope. These sockets are for technical service facilities in buildings such as the filtering room, the carpentry workshop, warehouse and dive locker. 
DESTINATION
Unlike the existing building, the project meets the needs expressed by the new undergraduate career at the Catholic University, Marine Biology. With its headquarters located in Santiago, the undergraduate facilities of the Coastal Marine Research Station have an occasional use, and its period of greatest influence of users is in the months between November and March, but not exceeding 40 students using the facilities unison between research laboratories and additional laboratories, for support and practice of teaching.
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